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CHICAGO — The shooting of 
George Wallace undoubtedly 
will spawn new attempts to' 
restrict the availability of 
handguns. Ironically, one of 
the men most opposed to gun 
control is Wallace. 

In his campaigns for presi- 
dent and for governor of Ala- 
bama, Wallace always has de- 
fended the right of the indivi- 
dual to own a gun. And so 
have many of his backers. 

Less than 20 feet from 
where Wallace was shot there 
was a car with a bumper 
sticker that said, “Register 
Communists, Not Guns.” 

Under several gun control 
proposals pending in Congress, 
Arthur Bremer, the accused 
gunman, would have been una- 
ble to obtain a handgun legal- 


ly. Wallace was shot with a 
.38-caliber pistol. 

Gun control supporters have 
cited lower gun crime rates in 
states with gun control laws 
and compared them to such 
unregulated states as Wal- 
lace’s Alabama, where the 
murder rate is one of the high- 
est in the country. 

Wallace and his backers 
have ridiculed the theory that 
' controlling guns will eliminate 
crime. They contend that 
/ when gun laws are enacted, 
h criminals can still get guns, 
but private citizens cannot get 
them to protect themselves. 

The Nixon administration 
and acting Atty. Gen. Richard 
Kleindienst have opposed gun 
control proposals while trying 
to draft a bill outlawing cheap, 
small-caliber handguns with- 
out interfering with the 
rights of citizens to own guns. 

The last federal gun control 
measure — spurred on by the 
assassinations of Sen, Robert 
F. Kennedy and Martin Luther 
King — was the Gun Control 
Act of 1968. 

It prohibits interstate ship- 
ment of pistols and revolvers 
to individuals and out-of-state 
purchase of handguns, rifles, 
shotguns and ammunition. 


